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Calling all       
  artists!

Headline Partner



Thank you for your interest in submitting a design for Shaun the Sheep on the 
Tyne, the follow up to hugely popular Great North Snowdogs and Elmer’s Great 
North Parade art trails.

St Oswald’s Hospice has once again teamed up with Wild in Art and new 
partner Aardman, to stage this spectacular art trail. For ten weeks during the 
summer of 2023, the streets, parks and open spaces of Newcastle upon Tyne 
will become home to a herd of over 50 individually designed Shaun the Sheep 
sculptures.

Becoming a Shaun on the Tyne artist means your design will play an important 
role in the sculpture trail, and help to raise vital funds for your local charitable 
hospice.

Could ewe decorate a 
member of our flock?

How does the trail work?
Businesses, community groups, charities, and other organisations are invited to  
sponsor your canvas – a blank Shaun the Sheep sculpture.

Artists, both well-known and undiscovered, are invited to submit designs which will be shortlisted by our trail 
curator team. These are displayed at a private exhibition, where the sponsors will have the chance to choose  
their design. The selected artists will be commissioned to translate their design onto a three dimensional 
sculpture. The sculptures will go on display across Newcastle for a ten-week period during summer 2023 for all 
to enjoy. After the trail, the sculptures will be sold at auction with the net proceeds raised going to St Oswald’s 
Hospice to support people from across the North East with life-limiting conditions and their families.



Why get involved?
Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne will bring colour and conversation to the streets and parks of Newcastle 
and surrounding areas and encourage our communities to come together and celebrate all we love 
about our region.

Following on from the successful previous St Oswald’s Hospice art trails, we want to continue 
to promote the importance of creativity and its real value socially, culturally and economically 
- introducing new businesses to the arts, injecting additional monies into the creative sector, 
creating new commissions and developing new audiences to enjoy and explore the cultural offer 
in our region. After a difficult couple of years, we want to bring some joy to summer 2023. This is an 
exceptional opportunity for you to play a significant part in being involved in an exciting and popular 
event for people right across the North East.

The popularity of these events ensures that your talent is showcased to a mass audience. Research 
commissioned for Great North Snowdogs showed that the trail attracted an audience of over 600,000 
people, and the use of social media to follow and celebrate the trail was huge. These events also generate 
exceptional media coverage, both on and offline. In addition, it will enable you to connect with other 
artists, businesses and the community.

Many of our previous trail artists reported an increase in enquiries and commissions as a direct result of their 
involvement. Should your design be commissioned, you will be invited to attend the auction event to see  
first-hand how your sculpture can raise funds to support St Oswald’s Hospice.



•    Showcase your work in front of an audience of over 600,000 people  
(based on Great North Snowdogs visitor figures)

•    Receive two free tickets to the Shaun on the Tyne Auction in October  
to see your Shaun being sold

•    Your name on the sculpture plaques, on the trail website, in the app  
and in key publications such as the map and souvenir guide

•    Unique opportunities to connect and network with other artists,  
businesses and the community

•    The chance to work alongside a well-known and much loved regional  
charity on a project which will make a real difference to the lives of  
local adults, young people, children and babies with incurable conditions

Elmer’s Great  
North Parade  

artists rated their
experience as

9/10 on average in  
a survey taken  
after the trail

We aim to  
recruit 70% of  

our artists from  
the North East,
showcasing the  
very best of our  

regions creativity  
and skills

Benefits for you!



Be a Shaun on the Tyne artist
 
We welcome and encourage submissions from all sections of the community and artists which represent the diversity of Newcastle.  
Visit www.shaunonthetyne.co.uk/artists and use the online form and dedicated email address to make your submission.

The closing date for entries is Friday 6th January 2023. Artworks will be presented to the sculpture sponsors in April 2023.  
If your design is selected by a sponsor, you will be asked to transfer it onto the full size Shaun the Sheep sculpture between May  
and June 2023. As a successful applicant, St Oswald’s Hospice will pay you an honorarium of £850 on completion of your artwork.

If you plan to use materials (eg mosaic) which would add significant cost to producing your sculpture, we can advertise your design to  
sponsors with a premium to be paid by them, if selected. This will then cover the additional costs of your materials. Please make any  
additional costs of producing your sculpture clear on your submission form.

6th Jan 
2023  

Deadline for artists to  
submit designs

March  
2023

Design shortlist

April  
2023  

Matchmaker event for 
partners and sponsors to 

select their designs

May  
2023

Throughout May and June 2023

June  
2023

Final artists chosen  
and announced

Artists paint their Shaun sculptures

Deadline for  
completed artwork

19th July – 27th September 2023  
Sculptures exhibited across Tyne and Wear

7th & 8th Oct 
2023  

Farewell Weekend

10th Oct 
2023  

Auction

TIMELINE



Meet your muse!
 
After a challenging few years, we think it’s time to have some fun! And who better 
to embark on an art adventure with than the leader of the flock, Shaun the sheep!

Shaun is smart, resourceful, as well as being mischievous and  his lively personality 
marks him out from the rest of the flock. His maverick nature is forever leading 
him into tricky situations but despite his recklessness, he has an inherent sense of 
responsibility and will try to make amends for the chaos he causes.

Shaun the Sheep, Aardman’s family favourite TV series, is recognised the world 
over for its slapstick humour, distinctive look and strong, quirky characters and 
enjoyed across multiple media platforms. First appearing in Nick Park’s 1995 
Academy Award® winning Wallace & Gromit ‘A Close Shave’, Shaun then went on 
to star in his own series, created by Richard Starzak which launched on BBC One 
in 2007. Shaun the Sheep is currently broadcast in 170 territories around the world 
and is an internationally celebrated icon with over 5.6 million fans on Facebook. 
In 2015 the first Shaun the Sheep Movie with feature film partner Studiocanal was 
released around the world to critical acclaim and the first half hour TV special 
aired as part of many broadcaster’s festive season. The feature film sequel Shaun 
the Sheep Movie: Farmageddon was released in October 2019 and nominated 
for an Academy Award® and was closely followed by a sixth season of the series 
in 2020. A new festive special Shaun the Sheep: The Flight Before Christmas was 
released in December 2021.

Your ewe-nique canvas
The Shaun the Sheep sculpture has been created by Wild in Art 
in collaboration with Aardman. It has been purposefully designed 
to be an accurate 3D blank canvas to enable artists to create their 
own unique work of art.

The sculptures are manufactured using a mixture of Class II fire 
retardant laminating resin and chopped roving fibreglass over 
an initial brushed on layer of polyester gel coat. Each Shaun is 
finished with a primer and is ready to paint.

Large Shaun Dimensions: 
Height: 1500mm 
Length: 1500mm 
Width: 950mm 
Weight: 35kg (approx.)



Hints and tips when designing your Shaun the Sheep
1.  You may submit up to three designs but please be aware that, other than in 

exceptional circumstances, no more than two can be commissioned.
 
2.  We will require you to sign our standard copyright agreement, included in the 

artist’s submission form for each design you submit.
 
3.  When planning your designs, please bear in mind that they should be appropriate 

for public display. The audience will be broad based, of all ages, and the trail will 
have an even greater interest for children. 

4.  Designs that are religious, political or sexual in nature will not be accepted. In 
addition, neither corporate logos nor advertising is allowed* and we cannot accept 
designs which infringe on third party Intellectual Property, i.e. Star Wars, Disney etc.

 
5.  Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne is one of two Shaun the Sheep art trails taking place 

around the UK in 2023. Please be aware that you will not be able to submit the 
same designs to each event.

 
6.  Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne is an interactive event so please bear in mind your 

sculpture will be repeatedly touched and although it is strongly discouraged, 
occasionally sat on by members of the public. It is not advisable for artists to 
attach items to the sculpture unless secured robustly as it is likely that they will 
be removed in a very short space of time. If your design includes an attachment, 
you will be required to supply information detailing any proposed materials and 
processes and explain how the attachment will be secured. You will be responsible 
for repairing any attachment which becomes broken during the event.

 
7.  Please do not alter the basic sculpture shape but if you feel that you must please 

ensure the finished work remains structurally intact. It is recommended that 
only artists experienced in working with fibreglass submit designs that use this 
process. If an Artist’s design includes adapting the structure of the sculpture, 
the Artist will be required to supply supporting information explaining how the 
alterations will be carried out. The Artist will be responsible for any associated 
resulting damage to the sculpture during the event and will be required to repair 
the sculpture wherever possible. 

 
8.  While we welcome all art forms, experience has taught us that collage and/or 

sticking paper or paper based products onto the sculpture does not prove as 
effective as painting or mosaics. Please consider this before submitting your 
design.

 

9.  When placed on the streets each sculpture is bolted to a concrete base using 
fixings. Artists are requested to keep the base area clear of any attachments.

 
10.  Artist’s materials are not provided. The use of artists quality acrylic paints and 

good quality emulsion is recommended although artificial resin paint or two-
component paint can also be used to paint or spray a design. Your completed 
sculpture will need to be finished with a waterproof non-yellowing varnish which 
will be provided by St Oswald’s Hospice. You are responsible for varnishing your 
own Shaun, instruction will be provided.

 
11.  If any damage takes place during the duration of the trail, we will endeavour to 

give artists first refusal to make any repairs. If you are unable to commit to this, you 
must consent to St Oswald’s Hospice appointing another artist to make necessary 
repairs and touch-ups. We ask that you provide a list of materials used, including 
brands and colours. Where possible, if mixing bespoke colours, please provide 
leftovers or sample pots for repair purposes.

 
12.  St Oswald’s Hospice will provide a communal painting space in Newcastle (exact 

venue TBC) for you to create your work on your sculpture. We 
encourage you to use this space which  
has great company, tea, coffee and biscuits - however should 
you decide to paint your sculpture in your own studio you 
will be responsible for collecting and returning it to the 
painting space at your own cost, within the designated 
time frames.

*Rare exceptions can be made in exceptional circumstances, for 
instance where the brand is an intrinsic part of the design, where 
the brand would add value to/generate additional audiences for 
a sculpture at auction eg. sports teams logos. You are 
strongly advised to discuss incorporating any logos 
into designs with the Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne 
team.



Please complete and submit the application form at www.shaunonthetyne.co.uk/artists  
carefully followingthe instructions for artwork submissions.

The closing date for submissions is Friday 6th January 2023.

Any questions?
Please email artists@shaunonthetyne.co.uk

Terms and Conditions
1. The project is open to all artists, amateur or professional.
2.  You may submit up to three designs but please be aware that, other than in 

exceptional circumstances, no more than two can be commissioned.

3.  The artist cannot submit an identical design for a different Shaun the Sheep Art 
Trail event.

4.  All terms and conditions in this application form a part of the agreement 
between you and St Oswald’s Hospice in connection with Shaun the Sheep on 
the Tyne and by submitting your work you are agreeing to be bound by all terms 
and conditions in the application form.

5.  You must be the sole author and owner of all intellectual property rights of the 
work entered or if the work is not your own in full, you must have sole permission 
in writing from the copyright owner/s to use his/her work. Source material or 
proof of permission in use of another person’s work must be made available on 
request by the selection panel. St Oswald’s Hospice does not accept liability in the 
publication of any reproduced art.

6.  The design must represent a piece of work that you have the ability to reproduce 
on a three dimensional sculpture.

7.  Any additions or modifications to the sculpture must be sufficiently strong to 
maintain structural integrity of the sculpture, and must not cause injury.

8.  To enter, the work must be submitted through the  Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne 
website www.shaunonthetyne/artists and received by the closing date of Friday 
6th January 2023.

9. No allowances will be made for work that arrives later than the deadline.

10.  All personal data provided by you may be used by St Oswald’s Hospice and Wild 
in Art for communications or marketing, unless you opt out in writing. We will 
not, without your express consent, provide your personal information to any third 
parties for the purpose of direct marketing. The Wild in Art Privacy Policy can 
be found at www.wildinart.co.uk/privacy-policy. The St Oswald’s Hospice Privacy 
Policy can be found at www.stoswaldsuk.org/privacy-policy

WHAT NEXT?



11.  Copyright, and all other IP Rights in the design, belongs to and remains with the 
Artist. However, subject to St Oswald’s Hospice or Wild in Art paying all amounts 
due to the Artist under any final commissioning contract, the Artist grants to St 
Oswald’s Hospice and Wild in Art an irrevocable royalty free licence to use the 
completed artwork for Wild in Art and St Oswald’s purposes in connection with 
the Event, ‘Shaun the Sheep on the Tyne.’

12.  St Oswald’s Hospice will provide the Shaun the Sheep sculpture at no charge to 
you. Cost of materials is your responsibility. You are responsible for the varnishing 
of the sculpture and must use the varnish provided only. St Oswald’s Hospice will 
provide sufficient varnish to give the sculpture two coats which is required for all 
sculptures.

13.  If any damage takes place during the duration of the trail, we will endeavour to 
give artists first refusal to make any repairs. If you are unable to commit to this, 
you must consent to St Oswald’s Hospice appointing another artist to make 
necessary repairs and touch-ups. We ask that you provide a list of materials used, 
including brands and colours. Where possible, if mixing bespoke colours, please 
provide leftovers or sample pots for repair purposes.

14.  Work will be commissioned following confirmation by St Oswald’s Hospice.  
This decision on all matters relating to the Work selected to be used is final.  
No further correspondence will be entered into.

15.  Upon commissioning, St Oswald’s Hospice or Wild in Art will enter into a separate 
contract with you to include an agreed schedule and the terms and conditions of 
engagement.

16.  St Oswald’s Hospice will provide a painting space in Newcastle upon Tyne for 
you to paint your sculpture throughout the painting period. If you are not able 
to paint the sculpture in the painting space, you will be responsible for the cost 
of transporting the sculpture to your studio or alternative location back to the 
painting space once you have completed it.

17.  St Oswald’s Hospice reserves the right to withhold any fee payable to you in 
connection with the event if in its sole opinion the quality of the finished work 
provided falls below that which can be reasonably expected for public display 
and/or is substantially different from the design you submitted.

18.  The sculpture remains at all times the property of St Oswald’s Hospice and must 
be returned in good order.

19.  If the sculpture is returned unfinished by you or deemed to be irreparable due to 
damage while in your possession, you shall be charged the full replacement cost 
of the sculpture.

20.  St Oswald’s Hospice will award commissioned artists with an honorarium of 
£850+ vat (if applicable). This will be paid on completion of the finished artwork, 
subject to sign off, and all relevant paperwork. Payment will be paid within 30 
working days of receipt of invoice on the 1st or 15th of the month.

21.  Commissioned artists are encouraged to document the painting and production 
of their sculpture, for example using photographs, video and time-lapse video. 
These records are to be used by, or solely with the agreement of, St Oswald’s 
Hospice in order to promote the launch of the trail or to continue promotion 
throughout the duration of the trail. Other than in exceptional, approved 
circumstances they are not to be used before the launch of the trail.

22.  Care should be taken regarding the representation of finished sculptures on 
social media. Artists should be aware that the Shaun the Sheep character does 
not historically speak on social media, so no social media posts should read as 
if it is Shaun is ‘talking’. This would also apply if your chosen sculpture design is 
recognisable as Shaun the Sheep and/or contains ‘Shaun’ as part of its name i.e. 
‘Spaceman Shaun’. Consideration of this may be needed when planning your 
design.

35.  St Oswald’s Hospice and Wild in Art may from time to time produce facsimiles 
of the completed sculpture in both 2D and 3D form, excluding figurines. For the 
avoidance of doubt, any agreement reached in connection with any facsimile of 
your design should include any consideration to be paid to you by St Oswald’s 
Hospice and/or Wild in Art and require transfer of rights to St Oswald’s Hospice 
and Wild in Art.

24.  Subject at all times to your agreement, Wild in Art and St Oswald’s Hospice may 
produce a figurine of the completed sculpture as part of the Event Merchandise. 
If your sculpture design is selected to be a figurine, this will be subject to a 
separate figurine contract and include a royalty fee.

25.  Following the event, the sculpture will be auctioned to raise money for  
St Oswald’s Hospice. Artists will be invited to renovate the sculpture subject to,  
if necessary, an agreed additional fee.

26.  By entering your work for consideration to be selected to be used in the Event 
and for eligibility for payment of the honorarium you warrant that you have 
all required rights and consents to submit the work and to allow St Oswald’s 
Hospice and Wild in Art to use the work in connection with ‘Shaun the Sheep on 
the Tyne’. You also agree to grant an irrevocable royalty-free licence to  
St Oswald’s Hospice and Wild in Art to use the completed work for the purposes 
described elsewhere connected with the Event.
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Raising funds for 


